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KENT COUNTY SELECTED AS SITE

FOR SETTLEMENT FOR FUGITIVE SLAVES
Kent County was selected as the site for the
proposed Elgin Settlement for the improvement of Ne-
groes. A tract of Crown Land was purchased by the
Elgin Association, the deed was recorded on October
22, 1849. The Elgin Association will become incorpo-
rated by an Act of Parliament.

BUXTON MISSION FOUNDED

The Buxton Missien is founded on November
29, 1849, with the arrival of fifteen former slaves in
the company of Reverend William King ! The mis-
sion name honoured Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton who
laboured to get an emancipation act passed through the
British Parliament.

BUXTON WELCOMES NEW SETTLERS

® 1848, The Dyke Family (Mariah & her children Elbert,
Harriet, Mary & Jennie) who settled on Conctession 7 Lot
12

» 1849, The Watts Family {Charles & Nancy) who settled
on Concession 13 Lot 2

® 1849, The Riley Family {lsaac & Catherine) meet King at
the White’s farm

» 1849, The Doo Family {Green & Abigail) settled in Elgin
Settlement on Centre Road between the 8th and 10th
Concessions

® 1849, Frances Prince brought her children Edward,
Svlvester, and Elizabeth to Elgin Settlement

® The fifteen former slaves—Eliza, Amelia, Mollie, Sarah,
Isaiah Phares, Harriet, Solomon, Jactob King, Talbert
King, Peter King, Fanny, Benjamin Phares, Robert
Pharaes, Stephen Phares, and Emeline Phares
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[T HAPPENED IN CANADA WEST

1846, Lord Elgin is appointed Govemor General of Upper Canada.
1848, Canada West became a responsible government wherein
members had to be elected and appointed by Gowemor General to
Assembly.

= 1849, April 25-30: The Parliament buildings in Montreal are burned
down in a Tory riot and the capitol is move to Bytown, later renamed
Ottawa.

m 1849 the term “County” succeeded the term “District” as the
division for municipal and judicial purposes in Canada West.

CHATHAM OPPOSITION

T0 THE ELGIN SETTLEMENT

In 1849, Edwin Larwill organized a petition
campaign to prevent the Elgin Settlement project. Petitions
were sent to the Provincial Parliament, Governor,
Presbyterian Synod, and Crown Cominissioner.

A town meeting was called for August 18, in
Chatham and held at the Royal Exchange Hotel barn. Despite
threats to his life, Rev. King attended and at the onset of the
meeting agked Magistrate Young, to state the purpose for the
meeting. The answer was to prevent the proposed Elgin
Settlement. King then questioned whether Negroes had the
right to purchase property and the response was that they did.
King declared, that as the purpose for the meeting was to
perform an illegal act—the meeting was not valid. Larwill
Iried to stir up the crowd stating ‘this Yankee® had no right to
gpeak. King went to the balcony and snswered, “I have
come 200 miles to attend this meeting and you cannot put me
down. Besides I am from Londonderry and Londonderry
never did surrender.” King earned the respect of those in
pitendance through his explanation of the settlement and calm
decorum. However, the meeting resulted in the creation of a
‘Committee of Vigilance” to prevent the settlement.

George Brown’s Toronto Globe contained articles
(August 25 and September 13, 1849) that reported on the
Chatham meeting and refuted claims made by Larwill that
citizens of the Western District did not want the settlement by
posting the names of 106 prominent citizens that approved
and supported it.

1840 population of Chatham 759

EANWHILE ACROSS THE BORDER SMALL STRIDES ARE MADE... In 1848, Harvard University adopted the
dmission policy to admit any man (black or white) who could pass the entrance examinations announced by Harvard President

dward Everett.







