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COUNTY SELECTED AS SITE

OR SETTLEMENT FOR FUGITIVE SLAVES
Kent County was selected as the site for the
proposed Elgin Settlement for the improvement of Ne-
groes. A tract of Crown Land was purchased by the
Elgin Association, the deed was recorded on October
22, 1849. The Elgin Association will become incorpo-
rated by an Act of Parliament.

EUX’E’ON MISSION FOUNDED

The Buxton Mission is founded on November
29, 1849, with the armival of fifteen former slaves in
the company of Reverend William King ! The mis-
sion name honoured Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton who
laboured to get an emancipation act passed through the
British Parliament.

BUXTON WELCOMES NEW SETTLERS

® 1848, The Dyke Family (Mariah & her children Elbert,
Harriet, Mary & Jennie) who settled on Concession 7 Lot
12

® 1849, The Watts Family {Charles & Nanty) who settled
on Concession 13 Lot 2

® 1849, The Riley Family (Isaac & Catherine) meet King at
the White’s farm

® 1849, The Doo Family {Creen & Abigail) settled in Elgin
Settlement on Centre Road between the 8th and 10th
Concessions

® 1849, Frances Prince brought her children Edward,
Sylvester, and Elizabeth to Elgin Settlement

® The fifteen former slaves—Eliza, Amelia, Mollie, Sarah,
Isciah Phares, Harriet, Solomon, Jatob King, Talbert
King, Peter King, Fanny, Benjamin Phares, Robert
Phares, Stephen Phares, and Emeline Phares

HAPPENED IN CANADA WEST

1846, Lord Elgin is appointed Gowemor General of Upper Canada.
1848, Canada West became a responsible government wherein
members had to be elected and appointed by Govemor General to
Assembly.

» 1849, April 25-30: The Parliament buildings in Montreal are burned
down in a Tory riot and the capitol is move to Bytown, later renamed
Ottawa.

@ 1849 the term “County” succeeded the term “District” as the
division for municipal and judicial purposes in Canada West.

CHATHAM OPPOSITION

T0 THE ELGIN SETTLEMENT
In 1849, Edwin Larwill organized a petition
campaign to prevent the Elgin Settlement project. Petitions
were sent to the Provincial Parliament, Govemnor,
Presbyterian Synod, and Crown Commissioner.
A town meeting was called for August 18, in
Chatham and held at the Royal Exchange Hotel barn. Despite
threats to his life, Rev. King attended and at the onset of the
meeting asked Magistrate Young, to state the purpose for the
meeting. The answer was to prevent the proposed Elgin
Settlement. King then questioned whether Negroes had the
right to purchase property and the response was that they did.
King declared, that as the purpose for the meeting was to
perform an illegal act—the meeting was not valid. Larwill
Iried to stir up the crowd stating ‘this Yankee’ had no right to
peak. King went to the balcony and answered, “I have
ome 200 miles to attend this meeting and you cannot put me
own. Besides I am from Londonderry and Londonderry
ever did surrender.” King earned the respect of those in
endance through his explanation of the settlement and calm
decorum. However, the meeting resulted in the creation of a
‘Committee of Vigilance” to prevent the settlement.

George Brown’s Toronto Globe contained articles
(August 25 and September 13, 1849) that reported on the
Chatham meeting and refuted claims made by Larwill that
citizens of the Western District did not want the settlement by
posting the names of 106 prominent citizens that approved
and supported it.

1840 population of Chatham 759

EANWHILE ACROSS THE BORDER SMALL STRIDES ARE MADE... In 1848, Harvard University adopted the
dmission policy to admit any man (black or white) who could pass the enirance examinations announced by Harvard President

dward Everetf.
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Y BUXTON INDUSTRLAL GROWTH ¢

1851 (Fall), Buxfon brickyard and kiln established by the knowledge
nd labour of two former slaves; 300,000 bricks produce in the first year.

1852, March 27: Canada Mill & Mercantile Co. was formed to
stablish a sawmill, gristmill, and general store. Wm. Abhott and Henry
homas volunteered to raise the capital among prominent Negroes in
oronto and Buffalo, NY. The venture was enomously successful, raising
he necessary $3,000 in just a few months. Within the year, the settlement
ad the saw and grist mill and general store.

1852, a settler named Alfred West built the Temperance Hotel a 2
tory brick building.

1852, a shoe store and carpenter shop were also established in
uxton Village.

1852, Rev. King petitioned for regular postal service in the Raliegh
istrict and opened a Buxton post office when pemnission was granted.

1852, a peard ash factory was built under the guidance of Mr. F.
ates from Delta, Ohio to manufacture fertilizer ('black salts’) from lumber
urnt to clear the land.

1852, a fugitive from Georgia introduced barrel making (coopersmith)
production for export to Cincinnati and Buffalo, which was a money crop
more profitable than lumber.

Temperance Hoiel

BUXTON VILIAGE
circa 1852
Elgin Settlement
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SPORTATION OBSTACLES
At a community meeting Buxton
ettlers voted to work together to clear the
roposed Centre Road to ship their produce
inexpensively — on Lake Erie. They
rganized teams and cut the road (Centre
oad) from the 7th Concession past the 14th
oncession to Lake Erie. The pearl ash from
e elms alone was sufficient to cover the cost;
o build the road.
However, due to drainage problems,
e road was difficult to traverse much of the
ear (mud). Therefore, the settlers petitioned
eigh Township and obtained permission to
uild a tramway along the road. In 1854, the
ettlers organized into teams and in one
month a track was laid from Buxton square to
the Lake Erie cliff edges. The tramway
permitted a team of oxen to haul huge cargos
on wagon beds on the greased wooden rails.
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N 1855, Chkalkaw Colegiale Ixilinle
as buill and the dedicaiion service was
eriormed by Reverend William King.




BUXTON EDUCATIONAL ADVANCES
#1850, the Buxton Mission school was built in April (SS
#7)
#1854, Abraham Shadd builds a school on his property
‘Shadd School’ (Lot 3 Concession A)
t1856 S8 #6 new frame building

1856, Superintendent Report also records SS #6
‘separate school’ in operation with SS #6 public school

BUXTON SCHOOLS STUDENT REGISTRATION
1850~ 109 scholars 1855- 153 scholars
1851~ 149 scholars 1856~ 223 scholars
1852- 132 scholars 1857- 225 scholars
1853~ 221 scholars 1858- 198 scholars
1854~ 157 scholars 1859- 172 scholars

EDUCATION IS & BUXTON PRIORITY

In February 1855, the Buxton residents insisted
on contributing toward the educational costs of the set-
flement. The Superintendent Reports indicate this in the
School Section #7 assessment records:

1855 Ralehill imposed 536,

Yolumiarily subscribed by parcals $145
1556 Ralehill imposcd $24,

Yolumiarily subscribed by parcmis $175
1857 Ralehill imposcd $24,

Yolumiarily subscribed by parcmls $56

he Liberty Bell of Buxton is inscribed:
“Presented fo Rev. Wm. King, by the
olowred inhabitants of Pittsbiurgh, for
is Academy in Raleigh, C. W.”
The bell rang daily at 6 a.m. and

p.m. in accordance with the accompany-
ng letter “remember your brethren who
¢ in bonds; and let your prayers as-
end fo God, that He may, in His own
ood time, break every yoke and ket the

EW ARRIVALS TO BUXTON INCLUDE:

1850, George Chase purchased settlement land on Lot 10,
Concession B8
1850, George & Mary Hatter settled on Concession 12

1850’%, brothers Samuel & Talbot Jones (assisted by William
Still on the UGRR) settled on Lot 6, Concession 12

1851, Ervin & Mary Ann (Foster) Steele from Philadelphia
1851, the Toyer’s came from Maryland
1852, Williom & Eliza Parker {of the Christiana Resistance)

were reunited safely in Buxton
1852, Ezekiel & Louisa Cooper from Maryland
| 1853, George & Elizabeth (Shadd) Shreve settled on the

[James Rapier

nderson
uffin Abboff
; pon his
i p raduation in
' 1861 of the
oronto School
" pfMedicine.
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BUXTON‘S RICHEST HARVEST

~ HER CHILDREN ~
In 1856, six students who had graduated from
the Mission School were prepared to write the en-
[rance examinations for Knox College, Toronto Uni-
versity. All six young men were accepted (Alfred
Lafferty, Jerome Riley, John Riley, James Rapier,
Richard Johnson, and Anderson Abbott) and graduated
from Knox College with honours.

@ 1852, Abraham Johnston married Clarissa Bristow they
settled Lot 10, Concession 13

E 1853, (Abraham) Shadd families settled to the north east
and west of Elgin Settlement
lowlands of Concession 51856, the VanVrankens and Brown
Families from Ohio

& GREAT LOSS FOR BUXTON
In 1859, the ringing of the mission bell awak-
ened and warmed the settlement of a fire in their midst.
As residents rushed from their homes to investigate, they
gsaw a tower of flames in the night sky near the Town
Square — the pearl ash factory was ablaze! Men quickly
ed with pails and sped through the bush to reach the
¢ with hopes of putting the fire out —or at the very least
o contain it. Unfortunately, the pearl ash factory could
ot be saved and a source of income was lost to the com-

unity.

852 - The novel “ Ziecle Torr’s (abiw’ by Harrielt Beecher
fowe 15 published. In 1856, she publishes “Dred: 4 Tale
of fbe Greal Dismal S\ ” which is highly acclaimed as
er greatesi work.

858 - Law was legislated siating government accounts
ust be recorded in dollars. A new Canadian decimal
urrency replaces British pounds and shillings.




’. BUXTON POLITICAL ACTIVISM
k 2 Settlement had proved its merit and value to the sur-
4 rounding community, he continued to oppose their ef-

859 Canada West has legislated a new law allowing
drried women o own property, very similar o a law in
ew York State.

OHN BROWN VISITS BUXTON

Famous abolitionist John Brown and his sons
ade several visits to the Kent County area, most no-
ably in the spring of 1858 when he held his secret
hatham Convention. Initially, Rev. Walter Toyer of
uxton offered Brown the use of his church (British
ethodist Episcopal in Chatham) for Brown to hold
eetings, however when Rev. Toyer heard Brown’s
lans to overthrow the U.S. government he withdrew
is support and ‘wamed his flock to have nothing to do
ith Brown’s plans “in case they ended this life before
firing squad.”’

While in the area Brown is known to have vis-
ited George Hatter of the Elgin Settlement, Josiah
enson in the Dawn Settlement, Harriet Tubman and
saac Shadd of the Provincial Freeman in Chatham.
rown found one man in Buxton “roughing it in the
ush” who strongly supported his cause and Brown
tated ‘that he would have to go along way to find his
qual, made plans to give financial support to his

ife... and join Brown’s cause’.

In 1859, the raid on Harper’s Ferry, Virginia,
ccurred and ended badly for John Brown who was
anged for treason. Despite the outcome, the implica-
ions of John Brown’s raid raised the consciousness of
e north to the evils of slavery. Although Rev. King
asn’t a Brown supporter he concluded that his mar-
dom was “one of the brightest pages” in American
istory. Due to confusion on the date for the raid, Os-
ome Perry Anderson (from Chatham) was the only
anadian present and the only survivor. Assisted by
ary Ann Shadd Cary, Osbome Anderson published
18 account of the raid.

1550°s Buton Scrapbook—(ontineed

Edwin Larwill had become the Member of Par-
liament representing Kent County. Even though Elgin

forts.

Requirements for citizenship (naturalization) in
Canada West were: three years in Canada, property
owner, and twenty one years of age. In 1856—when
Larwill came up for re-election — Buxton was ready!
THREE HUNDRED Buxton men marched all the way
from Elgin Settlement into Chatham to vote for Archi-
bald McKellar, thus assisting in the defeat of Edwin
Larwill.

The men of Buxton marched into Canadian
Black History and the ripples of their political activism
would be felt in the U.S. Congress. By responsibly ex-
ercising the right to vote they provided the argument
and example to create the 15th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution giving Blacks the right to vote.

Houses began to upgrade-
particularly with a local brick
Factory, as seen in the Watt’s
home formerly located at
Concession 13, Lot 2.

<.

U.S. FREE NEGROES IN JEOPARD
In 1850, U.S. President Fillmore signed the
controversial Fugifive Slave Bill making fugitive

slaves subject to federal jurisdiction. Slaves are denied
both the right to testify in their defense and a trial by
jury. This law gave southern owners the right to reclaim
runaway slaves in any part of the country, those found
guilty of assisting escapees were subject to a fine and
imprisonment. The act was upheld by the 1857 Su-
preme Court decision in the case of Dred Scott.

In 1851, William and Eliza Parker residing in
Christiana, Pennsylvania, were involved in the UGRR
system. When sheltering runaways, slave-catchers ar-
rived af their home and a fight ensued. Gorsuch, a slave
owner, was killed and his son wounded. William
Parker, Abraham Johnston, and Alexander Pinkney es-
caped and made it to Buxton. Eliza and many others
were caught and charged with treason. They were suc-
cessfully defended by Thaddeus Stevens and Eliza re-
united with William in Buxton.
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 ES#13School || 1861, US Civil War erupied with the southern succession from the
T ion of the United States and formation of the ‘Coniederation of
outhern States’.

1863, Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation fo rescind
{he 1857 Dred Scott Decision and clarify Union intentions.

RESIDENT LINCOLN SEEKS TO BE
UCATED BY CANADIAN NEGROES

President Lincoln established an Enquiry Cormmis-
ion to learm about the Negroes seeking refiige in Canada, so
at plans could be made for the day when 4,000,000 Ameri-
an slaves would be free. Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe visited
anada to prepare the report. Although, Dr. Howe was op-
osed to segregated colonies he commented quite favourably
n Buxton:

*There are signs of industry and thriff and comfort, every-
ere; signs of infemperance, of idkness, of wanif, nowhere. There
s no favem and no groggery; buf there is a chapeland a schoot
ouse... Mosf inferesting of all are the inhabifanis. Twenly years
go, most of them were shves who owned nothing, nof even their
hikren. Now they own themsees, they own their houses and
rms , and they have their wives and chiliren abouf them. They are
niranchised cifizens with a government which profecis their rights.
They have the greaf essentials of human happiness, ‘something fo
fove, something fo do, and something fo hope for’ and if they are not

EW SCHOOLS OPEN IN BUXTON

In 1861, SS #13 School was built and opened in
1862. The first recorded teacher is James Rapier
former Buxton student and Knox College Graduate)

ho taught 76 students for eleven months, at the annual
alary of $216.00.

To accommodate the continual need for facili-
ies to educate the ever increasing number of children in
¢ settlement, Abraham Shadd built the S8 #4 School
n his property, which was commonly referred to as the
‘Shadd School’. By 1867, S5 #4 is included on the Su-
erintendents Report and funds are allocated to it. The
eport also lists A'W. Shadd as teacher, who taught 71
upils for the annual salary of $300.00.

AV, Shadd, Civil War Veteran

BUXTON SCHOOLS happy, itis their fautt”
STUDENT REGISTRATION The Freedmen’s Enquiry Commissions report was
1860- 209 scholars  1865- 305 scholars instrumental in legislating the following U.S. Constitutional

1861- 131 scholars  1866- 342 scholars Amendments:
1862- 298 scholars  1867- 342 scholars 13th—Abolition of Slavery -
1863- 288 scholars  1868- 326 scholars I 4th— Right to Due Process and Equal Protection

1864- 303 scholars 1869- 357 scholars 15th— Righis not to be dented by race

UXTON’S CIVIL WAR PARTICIPATION

When the Civil War began Blacks were not allowed to fight in the Union Army. In fact, there were occa-
ions when Union generals ordered slaves to be freed in areas where battles were won and the President rescinded
eir orders. On August 12, 1863 Rev. King had received word that Captain Ward opened a recruiting office for the
irst Michigan Colored Infantry and called a meeting to share the news with the settlers of Buxton. The man who
ad urged against a “lawless, desperate act’” when John Brown visited Chatham, now gave a recruitment speech.
‘Those who would be free must strike the blow”, he said—The Union Army was finally accepting Black soldiers! He

autioned that each man should make provisions for his family and his farm. That very night forty men stepped for-
d to sign up, thirty others needed time to make arrangements for :
eir families.

The first group of men left for Detroit just two days later and
ere a welcome addition to the First Michigan, as they had trained in
ndamentals of drill as the Twenty-Fourth Kent Regiment of the Mi-
itia. Solomon King was made a recruiting sergeant while the First |, Ea oo
ichigans were being mustered. y s B 7

The First Michigan fought in eleven major battles in North ' y
arolina, Florida, South Carolina, and Georgia before the war ended
in late 1865 with a victory for the Union Army.
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1865, shortly aiter being reelected, President Abraham
incoln was assassinated in April while walching the play
American Cousins’ (a British comedy) ai Ford Theatre, In

dshington D.C.. As a resull his plans for Southern

econsiruction, were never instifuied. Andrew Johnson who

sumed the Presidency, pardoned plantation owners and
estored their land fo them. President A. Johnson was

peached.

ODUS OF BUXTON

Upon hearing rumours of large tracts of
land available through Reconstruction efforts in
e south, Rev. King was approached by
prominent Canadian Black leaders to investigate
and assist in creating a New Buxton in the US
south. The news King gathered in a trip to

Washington, D.C. was discouraging, the general unrest of
the south was not conducive to such an ambitious
undertaking. However, King charged them with a mission,
“those now educated in the settlement could go and give
grstruction to their brethren in ignorance...they could go as
individuals and make themselves usefiil.

Within five years Buxton had sent SEVEN
HUNDRED educated young men and women South as
educational, agricultural, political, medical, and religious
missionaries. Among them were several who rose to
national prominence—Dr. Anderson Abbott and Dr. Jerome
Riley who founded the original Freedmen’s Hospital, James
Rapier was elected to the House of Representatives
(Congress) for the state of Alabama, Rev. Thomas Stringer
founded thirty five AME churches and several Masonic

lodges, and John Riley was preacher for a large congregation

in Kentucky.

The Prince Hall Freemasons of Buxion erect The Mount Car-
mel #10 Lodge Hall in 1868, on Lot 10, Concession 8.

TRAGEDY STRIKES
In 1865, Richard
d America “Mary” Groce
urvived a house fire, but
uffered the loss of their
our children—Robert (age

), Mary (age 8), E.A. (age

) and J.R. (age 2).

In March 1866, the
amily of John and Mary
ronan were heartbroken by
¢ loss of Samuel J. (age
11), Ida M. (age 10), and
artha (age 9) to the ty-
hoid fever. The children
i1l be deeply missed by
eir nine surviving siblings.

[l N i L ey

°| the affairs of the colony and even passed a motion in

| |(Congress to present an offer to annex the territory to the
:| [U.S.. Several Hudson Bay Company officials supported
\| lamnexation favourable.

4| Riel, drafted the List of Rights which demanded fuill status

|| the Dominion of Canada.

1860°s Budon Scnapbook—(Continsed

QUEEN VICTORLA GIVES ROYAL ASSENT

Approval for the proposed Confederation to pre-
serve the northem portion of the continent from the United
States was granted on March 29, 1867. The British Parlia-
ment passed the “British North America Act” without de-
bate and Queen Victoria issued her royal assent. The new
DOMINION OF CANADA was composed of four prov-
inces: Ontario (formerly Canada West), Quebec (formerly
Canada East), New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. The BNA
Act took effect July 1, 1867.

T o
hi"ﬁ'ﬂ“ﬂERS OF CONFEDERATION \ e
G. A Adams l
& Brown H R Lansxvin | b 4
A Campcll A A MacDomld P '::;,z&?vp
C -E Caticr  J-A MacDomld Wi
E B Cander - McGilly y 1
R B. Dickcy T’ DAxcy McGee Charity
AT Calt £ Pdmer (Richardson)
J. Geay W H Pope Lfones, sister of
J H Gray .ZLHI:““ liam Richardson
W, A Heory i ¥ ho died in
. M Johosan apper Alabama, 1864,
fighting in the Civil
ar. Charity
- = ied S |
John A. MacDonald is the first [ ko
tﬂ]lillﬁﬂ]l Pﬂme mler, 1867- here they ra|3éd
many children.

THE DRAMA OF RED RIVER COLONY

The decade closes with Louis Riel, Metis leader,
heading a provisional govemment established in the Red
River Colony, Rupert’s Land, on Dec. 27, 1869. This action
is a legitimate response for the local community’s need for
responsible government and halts the appointment of a
gsovermor to a territory annexed to Canada to provide it.

The U.S. government showed growing interest in

U.S. ownership, as did some Louis Riel’s advisors.
Powerful elements, including railway capitalists, found U.S.

The provisional government under the guidance of

of a province as a condition for accepting annexation into

ho assisted with the building of
he BME Church of North Buxton
still in use).

. T e, v‘
oshua & Mary Ann Emmanuel

8§65—the sport of new ‘football’ was first played in Moni-

¢al between some English officers and McGill students. (In

8§74, McGill students introduced the game to US, when they
Inviled fo Harvard students fo play.)
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Canadian Southem Railroad

of the railway provided easier transporta-
“"lion outside the community and regular
daily mail deliveries to the post office.
'More importantly, the railway meant
jobs—building the station, laying track,
and maintaining the rails. Millard Hatch-
ett became the first coloured foreman, as
listed on the County Assessment Rolls of

P AT P

ywas built through Settlement, dividing the
gnorth end of Buxton in 1872. This coming,

oniederation confinues as Manitobha
nters in 1870, followed in 1871 by
ritish Columbia, and Prince Edward
sland joined In 1873.

Ibert Dyke (left)
epened the first North
Buxton post office
(below) in 1875.

o

!

exander Graham Bell placed the first

ORTH BUXTON IS BORN !

The hamlet of North Buxton was developed in 1874, with a por-

ion of Enos and Sarah Johnson’s land facing the Center Road on Lots 9
d 10. The first streets were Elliott and Johnson running east to west,
d Clinton Street running north to south. At the north end of Clinton

ready for an addition and following streets were added: Dyke Avenue,
Garrel, Sarah, and Elizabeth. Sarah was assisted by Elbert Dyke after
Enos died in 1875.

In 1875 North Buxton established a local constable to police the
hamlet. The first constable was Issac Williams, who had built a hotel
gnd tavem (in the days of the settlement liquor wasn’t allowed) to ac-
commodate travelers.

The little village began to attract a variety of Black and White
people. The Assessment Rolls between 1871-1888 list newcomers as
feachers, station agents, merchants, telegraph operators, and more.
1879 Franklin Hatter settled in Buxton

Street, was North Buxton’s first park. By 1876, the little community was

long distance’ (irom Brantiord fo
dris, Onfario) phone call on
ugust 10, 1876.

In 1873, the Elgin
ssociation dissolved
aving complefed is

ission. Rev. King
ontinued to reside in
uxton until 1887. (The
ing home —right)

’1873 North West Mounted Police formed.

CANADA’S LAST SLAVE IS DEAD

Jan. 17, 1871 John Baker, CANADA’S
last ex-slave died in Comwall, Ontario. He was
bom in Quebec. His mother was brought to
Canada by the Gray family in 1776. When So-

.

licitor General Isaac Day (master) died in 1804,
the Baker family was freed and inherited land
d money. Baker enlisted in the military and
erved in Canada and with the British at Water-
loo.
Denmark was the first was the first
European country to abolish slavery. Canada
was the first North American country to legis-
late against slavery in 1793 (the second western
country) and the institution of slavery was fully
Fbolished by 1833.

- [In 1876, Frederick
Ispeaker for the unveiling of the

\genuine abolition ground, Mr. Lincoln

however, measuring him by the

eedmen’s Monument to Lincoln in
ashington, D.C. In his address

eemed tardy, cold, dull and different;

entiment of his country, he was swift,
ealous, radical, and determined.”
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- ICORNERSTONE...

~SPIRITUALITY REMAINS A BUXTON

Designated in the will of Enos Johnson
was land for the site of a Baptist Church in
North Buxton, if First Baptist and Second
Baptist churches joined together to form one
congregation. The comerstone was laid
B May 28, 1883 for the new church.

TYPHUS BACK IN BUXTON

In 1882, fourteen lives are taken by the
typhoid fever. The last outbreak occurred in
1870, when John and Mary Cronan lost an-
other two children to the virus.

ancy Anne (Firschf) Watts
bom in 1837 and died in 1887.
She was from Pennsylvania.

AND THROUGHOUT NORTH AMERICA

RACLAL HOSTILITIES GROWING IN RALEIGH

As the institution of slavery was no longer an issue, the
plight of Black persons as a minority fell upon unsympathetic ears—
especially when they were competing for jobs during difficult eco-
nomic times. After the Civil War, many of the refugees returned to
the U.S. but many Black residents chose to remain and continue
building the lives they had started. Another reason to stay in Canada
was the formation of the Ku Klux Klan to suppress Black advance-
ment, despite the growing suspicion and hostilities.

She married Charles Henry
atts. They settled on Con-
cession 13, Lot 2. They had
en children together.

Abraham Doras Shadd died
in 1882. He was a prominent
igure in the Abolitionist move-
ment before coming to Canada
and elected to the Raleigh
ownship Council after settling
in Buxton.

886- (he first transcontinenial passenger irain arrived in Port Moody, B.C., jusi 139
ours after leaving Monireal, Que.—4,670 Kilome(res away on (he fasaliay Facilie

Frances Ann Cooper

ANADIAN CONSERVATION EFFORTS

March 30, 1885 a bill was passed to pre-
erve and restore the land around Niagara Falls

ith a provincial park.

In 1888, Canadian conservation con-
ciousness is raised. Sea creatures facing extinc-
lon are seals, humpback whales, and salmon.

ammals facing extinction are buffalos, bighom

telopes, and beavers. Birds facing extinction

e whooping crane, Arfic curlew, and passenger
pigeons.

TROUBLE IN THE NORTH WEST TERRITORIES

Louis Riel returned from his exile in the U.S., at the
insistence of the Metis in the North West Territories to nego-
tiate with the Canadian government on their behalf. Ina
speech Riel said he doesn’t condone violence. A petition
was sent to Ottawa on Dec. 16, 1884 with their demands that
provinces be created in the Northwest, better treatment for
the Indians, and economic issues that concermed White set-
tlers.

On March 18, 1885 the Metis established a provi-
sional govemment and declared their independence from
Canada. The Metis sent runners to Indian tribes in the terri-
tories requesting their military assistance. The Canadian mi-
litia is immobilized.

The North West Rebellion began in Duck Creek on
March 26, 1886. Several skirmishes and battles were held
including: Frog Lake, Battleford, Batoche, Frenchman Butte,
and Loon Lake. July 1885, Chief Big Bear surrendered and
the rebellion reaches its conclusion.

August 1, 1885 a jury finds Louis Riel guilty of high
treason and sentences him to death. In Regina, on Nov. 16
Louis Riel was hanged. Riel becomes a martyr and a dem-
onstration is held in Montreal where thousands protested his
execution.
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THE GUNFIGHT AT BUXTON

LEADS TO MAJOR LEGAL REFORMS

Prior to January of 1893, George and Hannah Freeman
ere providing for a thirteen year old white girl who had been
bandoned by her mother. The girl gave birth to a child shortly
ereafter.

In January, Constable Alex MacDonald from Dover,

ives a sled to the Freeman home with a friend, lured George
utside and beat him up—threatening to tar and feather him.

he following day, Constable MacDonald seeks assistance from

e Chatham police, Officer Peter Dezelia and off-duty officer
obert Rankin, accompanied him to the Freeman homestead
there was conflicting evidence whether a warrant had been is-
ued) George still unaware that the men who previously attacked
were police officers, runs to his father’s house warning
‘murders”.

Meanwhile, George’s brothers William Henry and Alex-
der returned home from work at the mill. The Freeman men
arn the officers to stay away and come no closer —shots are fired
y both parties. The Freeman brothers are wounded by the gun-
e: George onthe hand, William Henry in the side, and Alexan-
er in the shoulder. Robert Rankin tackles William Henry (after
e had been shot) and Alexander went to his aid. Robert Rankin
as killed.

Both Dezelia and MacDonald ran from the homestead and|
elegraphed Chatham Police Chief Young for help. A posse was
ispatched from Chatham to the Freeman homestead. They ar-
ested all the Freeman family, except George, whom they could
ot find. George surrendered himself to Constable John Travis, of]
orth Buxton.

The stories circulated in the Chathamn Daily Planet news-
aper create a racial hotbed and the Mounties are called in to pre-
ent violence. Charges against Jeremiah (father), Celia (mother),
d Jesse (cousin) are dropped. The remaining Freeman’s:
eorge, William Henry, Alexander and cousin Lemuel, are
oved to London.

During the trial Dr. Sampson of Blenheim testified on
ehalf of the Freeman’s stafing, “an exceptional family as to in-
ustry, honesty, and sobriety”. Victims of circumstances, the
reeman brothers were found guilty of manslaughter for the death
f Robert Rankin and sentenced to life imprisonment at Kingston
enitentiary.

July 1, 1893, a law guaranteeing the rights of the indi-
idual to defend themselves against the invasion of their home,

e right to self defense and retain liberly “even to taking the life
)f an assailant” was passed.

dnadian James Naismith, graduate of McGill University, Invenis an
door game fo fill the void between baseball and football seasons in
891—BASKETBALL.

18&'5 SS #4 ‘Shadd’ Schod

1:893—('[0!‘0!“0) Ontario legislafure passed an act
or the Preveniion of Cruclly Is, aund Beller Proiec-
fiom of (idres. Under the law judges may re-
ove abused children from parenis or guardians
Elnlld place them in the care of the Children’s Aid
oclety (founded by John Joseph Kelso in 1888).

EANADA MOURNS DEATH OF
IR JOHN A. MACDONALD

Known as the great architect of Confed-
eration, Sir John A. Macdonald died on June 6,
1891 peacefiilly in his Ontario home. The first
Prime Minister of Canada was devoted to his

country.

MARY ANN SHADD DIES

On June 5, 1893 first female
newspaper publisher in North Ameri-
can, Mary Ann Shadd Cary died in
Washington, D.C.. In 1851, Mrs. Shadd-Cary
moved to Canada West where she opened a
school for children of refuges before she pub-
lished the Provincial Freeman abolitionist news-
paper. In 1868, she moved to Washington, D.C.
and was a school principle for three schools. She
graduated from Howard University with a law
degree and passed the bar exam in 1882.

% MIGHTY MAN HAS

28R ev. William King, the
s ifounder of the Elgin
“ISettlement, died
~ peacefully in his

L L Chatham home on
an. 5, 1895. Trueto thc Christian principles he
lived by, he was eulogized in the Chatham
mewspaper, “One of the truly great men of the
age...whose name will go down o the ages as
one who loved his fellow man.”
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BUXTON AGRICULTURE

Several men owned threshing
machines such as William Shadd, Flavius
Shadd, and Prince Chase. They
employed other Buxton men and they
made their way from farm to farm

threshing wheat, oats, buckwheat, and rye. .

| BUXTON EDUCATION

to Buxton from Buxton—British Guiana in

: South America and he taught in many schools in
.| Kent County, including SS #13. Abel “walked

{ PTO
?| Cockfield of Detroit), with great expectations

i
| " -
.‘f" 4 /'
o 1 :
y r
b.!} , -z
A B,
1900’s AHred & Eunice Shadd Family

A.D_Shadd Homestead which
sadly burned down in 1914,

Abel Cockfield (pictured right) moved

” and “talked proud” (per son Emest

for his pupils.
A secondary school education was a
luxury that not all families could afford. Schol-
s would have had to take the daily train to Charing Cross and on
o Chatham by streetcar —unless they were fortunate enough to
ave an exira horse and buggy to spare or board in town (usually
ith relatives).

THE PORTER REPORT

G. C .Porter (a university student) visited Buxton to ‘prove’
that Blacks were mentally inferior to Whites. After speaking to a
small minority of the population including: teachers, a woman who
moved to Buxton after the Elgin Settlement closed and a male ex-
slave who wasn’t educated at the Settlement—Porter concluded that
the Buxton ‘experiment’ had failed. This caused anger and embar-
rassment for the people of Buxton.

1903, Henry Ford {inventor of
he assembly line) starts his
hird business— the Ford

larissa Bristow who escaped while
er mistress was visiting in Defroit.
She was guided to the Elgin Settle-
ent, where she met Abraham
ohnston who had been involved in
he Christiana Resistance with YWil-
iam Parker. Clarissa and Abraham
arried and had twelve children
ogether.

n1 905 Chdham Wala:ebwg md Ldte Ene Rarlway
established an electric raimmy line; popularly referred to as
Come Walking and Leave Early” due to scheduling delays.
n 1808, C.W. & L.E. Raimay completed the route to Erie
Beach (pictured above).
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EDUCATION IN BUXTON
T In 1911, Mr.

\Arthur Alexander

began teaching in

Buxton at the SS #4

" [School and stayed

| X

e SS #13 School.
He taught there for

- e next three years.
It is interesting to note, that his future wife Ethel Shreve had
attended the S8 #4 School when she was a girl. The above
icture, taken in 1912, shows Mr.
Alexander at the London Normal School.

In 1915, the S8 #13 North

Buxton School was given a facelift with
new siding and the addition of a porch.

n 1916, Russian revoluntaries overthrow the monarchy and the
SSR is born.

n 1910,
ack
ohnson

ecomes the
irst Negro
eavyweight
hampion of
he world.

Nov. 6, 1914
To Sir Sam Hughes
AMinister of Militia and Defense, Ottawa

Dear Sir:
The colored people of Canada want to know why they are not
allowed to enlist in the Canadian militia. I am informed that
veral who have applied for enlistment in the Canadian expe-
itionary forces have been refiised for no other apparent rea-
i than their color, as they were physically and mentally fit.
you in advance for any information that you can and

ill give me in regards to this matter. I remain yours respect-
ily, for King & Country,

Arthur Alexander,

North Buxton, Ontario

BUXTON WWI YETERANS
Burriss, Roy *Robbins, Edward
Black, Arnold Robbins, Enoch
Black, Charles *Robbins, Thomas
Black, Sidney Robinson, Charles F.
Crosby, Robert Sr. Shreve, George
Jackson, Thomas Shreve, Ken
Lightfoot, Cecil Travis, Charles
Lightfoot, Edwin Travis, Harvey
Parker, Fred Watts, Charles
Prince, Sidney

*killed in action

1914-1918—Workd War I Pictured above are 1818 Canadian
roops. The financial cost of WV was $337,980,579,560,000.

UXTON SOCIETY CONTINUES TO
OLVE WITH NEW GROUPS

1914, The Farmers Club is formed to buy farm materials
ore economically (coal, fertilizer, seeds, fence posts).

1915, The Literary Society is formed to provide intellectnal
timulation and improvement in the commumity. Meetings were
eld weekly with debates and published in their Literary Gazette
aper.

1916, the Sunshine Club was formed as a young women’s
lub at the B.M.E. church.

1911—3,400 people in Edmonton, Alberta signed a petition
asking for a ban on future Black settlement.

he original copy of this leiter, which addresses military racial
olicies, is in the Public Archives of Canada, a copy can be seen

the Buxton Museum and as well the response he received from
ir §am Hughes.

912 the 7aamkehil an
ceberd and sank ofi the
oasi of Newioundland.
anadian Charles M.
ays, president of the
rand Trunk Railway,

ds a passenger who
osi his life.
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BASEBALL IN BUXTON

Baseball has always been popular in Buxton. In
the mid 1920’s a girls softball team won local
championships in Kent County and when local boys
challenged them to a game, the girls rose to the occasion
and the boys were quite embarrassed! The Buxton Girl’s

layed with bats
ade from pick

In 1929 the sfeck markef cragkes, foriunes are lost
instantly—ihis is the siart of the Greaf Jepression.

AN EDUCATION TRADITION CONTINUES

In 1920, Mr. Arthur Alexander retumed to the
position of the head master for the SS #13 North Buxton
School, where he remained until 1954! He taught two
generations of students from most families living in Buxton.
In 1925, the school was divided into Junior and Sen-
ior classrooms. Classes were designated into sections rather
than grades—Primer, Junior and Senior (which covered sub-
jects through grade 10).

20°s North Buxton,

L

was founded in Canada in 1916, called The
o West Indies Trading Association of Canada. e
§ |Although the West Indies Trading Association helped to or-

UN]IVERSAL NEGRO

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION
Created by Marcus Garvey the
headquarters was moved to Harlem, New
'York in 1916. A subsidiary organization

ganize several worthy societies, it stressed racial purity.
Garvey was deported from the U.S. in 1927 charged with
mail fraud. In 1928, Garvey was deported from Canada.
Lillian Shreve seeking employment in New York,

called ‘Papa
SPrince’s Pleasure

b lbecomes a favour-
lite for all the local
children!

A CELEBRATION
WORTH COMING HOME FOR

After attending a Home Coming celebration at the
Puce Baptist Church in 1924, Minnie Robbins brought the
suggestion forward at a Sunshine Club meeting. The Sun-
shine Club sought approval and support from the B.M.E. to
host the first Buxton Homecoming.

The Sunday sermon was delivered by Rev. Samuel
Drake. The whole church pitched in to make the venture a
success—food was prepared and brought in to cook, the
baseball diamonds were spruced up, and water carried in by
the pail.

as hired to work for the UN.LA. secretarial pool and soon
became Garvey’s personal secretary. Lillian, daughter of
eorge B. Shreve and Lucinda (Brooks) Shreve of Buxton,
born with a congenital defect affecting her legs, was encour-
aged to complete her education and be self-reliant. She never
ade any comment
on Garvey’s activi-
» ics, when she re-

ntemational
arvesfer

Company, 1921,

- pened a plant in
B b Chatham, ONT.




North Buxton like the rest of North America faced
economic difficulties. Many of the Buxtonites working abroad,
lost their jobs and retured home. The agriculture of Buxton
provided food on the tables and neighbours shared their
bounty.

The community spirit ever present in Buxton, light-
ened some of the Depression gloom. In 1930, young people of
the community created the Dramatic Club to provide entertain-
ment and recreation. Initially, the club presented plays and
held dances in the South Buxton hall. Several bands were
formed during these years. In 1935, enough money had been
raised to build the Dramatic Club Hall in North Buxton.

As foreclosures were on the horizon with no relief in

Ottawa. Flavius Shadd agreed to be their representative and
traveled to Ottawa to explain their situation and learn if any
assistance was available for farmers. Many lost their farms.
The B.M.E. Church continued to grow and in the
1930’s added a hall to its facilities. The former Methodist
Trinity Church, located on Drake Road, was purchased and
moved by Mr. Timbers with the use of a tractor and team of
horses. The church hall was used to prepare and serve meals.

sight, many local farmers met and decided to send a delegate to| |*

0Y. 2,1930 The Tunnel’ running under the water of the Detroil
iver connecting Windsor and Defroil opened.

THE PRELUDE TO WAR

World tensions increase in 1936 with the alliance cre-
ated by Germany, Italy and Japan. The new allies are openly
building their militaries. In response, Great Britain and France
are doing the same. Canada increased the military budget after
radical cuts were made to it in 1932.

An anti-fascist street demonstration was held in To-
ronto to protest the a local meeting of 2,500 fascists who
preached anti-Semitic politics in July 1938. A Berlin newspa-

criticize German Jewish policies when native Indians are
treated so badly on reservations in Canada.
Canadian immigration policies were restricted in the

June 1939, the St. Louis ocean liner filled with displaced and
dispossessed German Jews (400 were children) sought refuge
in Canada—after being rejected in Cuba, Argentina, US, Uru-
guay, Panama, and Paraguay—they were denied. WAR DE-
CLARED-Canada joins Britain Sept. 10, 1939.

per which ran the story, commented that Canada has no right to| -

early 1930’s to reduce additional overburdening of society. In ||

* -
SS #13-student
ileen Prince

1936, US New Deal programs
ntroduce socialism concepts
ithin capitalist government.

JUNIOR TEACHER HIRED BUXTON
Verlyn Ladd was hired in 1939 to
eacher under the direction of Mr. Alexander
for the SS # 13 Buxton North School.

1@!36 Jesse Owens born toran-AIabama-sharecropper

In 1930 the kaikasy, Walacehary & lalic Erie Radiway losed.

ins FOUR GOLD MEDALS in the Olympics held in Berin
leng jump, 100 meter dash, 200 meter dash, & 400 meter
elay). Owens, as living proof that the “Aryan race” was
ot superior, was snubbed by Hitler.
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1
S

THE BUXTON COMMUNITY CLUB

The members of two boys ball
teams and a girls team organized in June
1941 to create the Community Club. Their
primary focus was to purchase new base-
ball equipment, which they accomplished
through fund raising dances at the Dra-
matic Club Hall.

In 1945, the C.C. was
reorganized with a consti-
tution and membership
dues of fifty cents a month,
with Ira Shadd as presi-
dent. They provided
weekly social evenings for
e community including
debates and spelling

IraShadd | o ches. The first pur-
chases of the ‘new’ club was a phono-
graph, and microphone with speakers for

the Dramatic Club Hall. NORTH BUXTON RATEPAYERS

ARGREE TO SUPPORT MERLIN HIGH SCHOOL
| North Buxton residents were approached to learn if they

.

he colour barrier in
asehall and played with
he New York Brooklyn
odgers in 1947.

Garris?n ¥ would be interested in sending their High School children to Merlin
Shacds (who had acquired two school buses in 1946) if a new High School
:lt::t? were built. As present Buxton youth attending high school were

primarily enrolled in Chatham and had to be transported daily or

boarded in town with relatives— North Buxton agreed. The new
High School in Merlin opened on Dec. 19, 1949 with four class-

rooms and a gymnasium.

Buxton

@UX'I[‘ON WORLD WAR Il HEROES SOUTH BUXTON CAIRN
Arthur Alexander Jr. and Lester Brown were members of the IA cairn was erected in 1949 to com-
famed Queen’s Own Rifles, who fought on the beaches of Normandy memorate the 100th anniversary of

(France) on D-Day, June 6th, 1944. Both men were wounded in the days| the founding of Buxton Settlement.
of heavy fighting that ensued and remarkably both men recovered to live | [The dedication was held on May 7,

civilian lives. 1950 and unveiled by Mr. Fletcher
and Mr. Philip Shadd at the St. An-

OTHER HEROES drew’s United Church.

IAlexander, Philip Jackson, Robert Rolls, Allison

\Alexander, Ronald Lewis, Thurlow Shadd, Alfred

Boucquez, Maurice Mortis, Alpheus Shreve, Edgar

*Brooks, Lawrence Perry, Lloyd Shreve, Esmond

Brown Melvin Raymont, Frank Shreve, Leroy

Crosby, Robert Jr. Rhue, Carl Travis, Wellington

Enos, James Rhue, Howard Travis, Verbal

Freeman, Clayton *Rhue, Shirley ‘Watts, Lorrian

Freeman, Clinton Robbins, James L.

Jackson, Louis Robbins, William A. *died in action
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EVOLUTIONS IN HOMECOMING
The Sunshine Club having sponsored nineteen Homecoming
rograms, decided they needed assistance. Therefore a delegate from
e Sunshine Club was sent to the Community Club meeting of Au-
st 5, 1953 and offer them the opportunity to take over the Monday
events—baseball, booth, games and gate. Further the Sunshine Club
proposed both groups would split the Monday proceeds — 50/50. The
Community Club accepted and is ‘helping’ to this day!
During this time the first Labour Day Book was created. It
11 started as a little brainstorm of Ira Shadd, unbeknownst to the
ommunity Club, he contacted advertisers and printers. He then pre-
ented the club with the finished product and gave them a new source
f fund raising. The proceeds that first year were spent purchasing
ooden folding chairs for the Dramatic Club Hall.

THE NORTH BUXTON MAPLE LEAFS MARCHING ON
‘With the goal of a community band, music classes were
organized in 1952. By January 1955, Ira Shadd saw his dream real-
1zed with creation of the North Buxton Maple Leaf Band. For many
families the financial burden of raising a band member was difficult.
Ira helped with the problem by leaming the to play each instrument
himself and shared the basics with young members free of charge.
He set up a music class in his store for this very purpose.
The North Buxton Maple Leaf Band played ten engage-
ments in the first year including leading the Windsor Esther Day
Parade, for the Eastern Star. The community of Buxton supported
the band with find raisers and by forming the Band Parents Associa-
kion to assist with transportation to engagements.

A few highlights of the band include: an invitation to play in
1963 for Queen Elizabeth II during her visit, winning the Windsor
Dominion Day trophy for best band in 1962, and participating in
Chatham’s Fergie Jenkins Homecoming Parade in 1967.
Ira Shadd was named the Kent County Man of the Year in
1958 by Chatham, Ridgetown, and Wallaceburg for his work with
the band and youth.

|| passed in Ontario in 1954, in great part due to their
| [efforts.

| participated as a test case, they visited the restaurant

=" The North Buxton Maple Leal Band in the Homecoming Parade

1 1954 Arthur Alexander Sr. refired and Verlyn Ladd was promoted fo
is position. Miss Ladd refired in 1958. Both teachers touched the lives
{ their studenis and were deeply respecied by the community.

1953, the Dramatic Club offered to share hall use with the Community
Club, provided they paid the ufility bills and kept the facilifies clean.

1950’s Buxton
Homecoming Queens
1956.-Shirley Boyd

1857 .-Sharon Shadd
1958 -Shirley Wright
1858.-Marylou Redding

The girls ended this fradition
jn 1874, there were in total
19 Homecoming Queens.

ﬁﬁMON AL UNITY ASSOCLATION

The National Unity Association was
organized for the purpose of creating better
understanding of all races to build better
relationships between races. Included in the early
membership were Ira Shadd, Arthur Alexander Sr.,
and Philip Shadd. As a result many of the first
meetings were hosted in North Buxton.

Issues that concerned the association were
terminology, accommodation, and employment.
This group was an early prelude to the Civil Rights
movement and contributed greatly to equality in
Canada. The Fair Employment Practices Act and
Bill #149, The Fair Accommodations Act were both

‘When a Dresden restaurant refuised service,
wviolating the law, members of the National Unity
IAssociation were asked to investigate. Mr. and Mrs.
Philip Shadd and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Robbins

in question and were denied service, which assisted
in building evidence for a law suit. Philip Shadd
joined Hugh Bumett (President of the
National Unity Association) for an
interview with Prime Minister St.
Laurent, in Ottawa. Many law suits
and confrontations occurred in
Canada, before these laws were put
into common practice for all people.

Philip Shadd
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POLITICS IN BUXTON—

1965 & VERY BUSY YEAR

® In 1965, Garrison Shadd ran for the office of Raleigh
Township Councilor and was elected.

» In 1965, Edward Robbins was nominated to be the
President of the Chatham Jaycees and was elected.

In 1965, Earl Prince was elected to Raleigh Township
School Board.

Although not a son of Buxton, Lincoln Alexander, &
awyer in Hamilton, was elected to the office of MP for the
onservative Party. Alexander was the first Black MP in

anadian history.

’me Maple Leai becomes (he official flag of Canada in 1964.

£ FOUNDING OF BUXTON

EMBERED

August 1, 1965 a historical
laque was unveiled by Mr. Arthur
exander Sr. in a ceremony at the
St. Andrew’s United Church, South
uxton. The plaque is inscribed |
ith a brief historical outline of the
Buxton Settlement. Erected by De-
partment of Tourism and Informa-
fion.

 '; opening. The ball

dce riots
rupied in
any 1S
ities, the
dlional
uard are
dlled in.

fter 106 years of service, the SS #13 School closed in
ecember 1868. The Museum Board purchased SS
13 from the School Board for $300.

Emmow PRESERVES HER PAST

OR HER FUTURE WITH A MUSEUM

The museum in North Buxton didn’t just
happen... The planning began in 1964 when a
delegation, headed by Earl Prince, attended a
Raleigh Township Council meeting to learn about
Provincial and Federal grants.

At a Community Club meeting the people
of Buxton agreed unanimously to purchase seven

res adjacent to SS #13 from William Newby for
e sum of $2,100. The funds were raised that
ight! The Maple Leaf Band offered $1,000; the
ramatic Club donated $500; the Community

lub pledged $400 and playground equipment;

e Flamingos (teen club) gave $100—only short
y $100, then ten men each pulled $10 from their
allets... the proposed musewan had land to be

built on.

Centennial grants were calculated by
municipality, Raleigh qualified for $4,500 which
was raised enfirely by North Buxton and matched
by both Federal and Provincial grants.

Now, the proposed museum had funds to be built!

By the 1967 Homecoming the museum was

ready for the grand

diamond was laid
out and marked
ith bleachers built
d painted, the
park fence erected,
idewalks
ompleted with shrubs and flowers planted, AND
e Museum built with a few artifacts on display!
other first for Buxton— the first museum
edicated to preserving documents and artifacts of|
Black Settlement.

ohn Fitzgerakd Kennedy, 5. )
35th President of the United | [S55%
States, was assassinated— | f=
he world mourns.

In 1964, Dr. Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
on the Nobel Peace Prize for his work in
o « racial integration. King was inspired by
~ |Mahatma Ghandi of India and advocated non-
y “’ b "" j iolent peace demonstrations, such as sit-ins,
v ¥ ‘{. _.to resist discrimination and oppression. In
" © 1968, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. was
! .E’ssassinated in Memphis, Tennessee— the
orld moums. Pictured left, King at the
{Lincoln Freedman’s Memorial, where he
s delivered the “l have a dream” speech.
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BUXTON MOVES FORWARD s <
FINDING TREASURES IN THE PAST ; :
The ‘Shreve Home’ built by George and Elizabeth
(Shadd) Shreve was located on the 5th Concession. When the :
house was built in 1850’s it far exceeded the minimum settlement #
requirements. However, due to the ravages of time, by the 1970’s
it was no longer safe.

Property owners Ed and Maxine Robbins made the deci-
sion to build a new house and dismantled the old ‘Shreve Home’.

sister Elizabeth. Copies of the articles found at the site were do- 8
nated to the Buxton Museumn, where they are treasured as links to

rbygone era.

n 1972 Team Canada refurns from Moscow e
p EELLk Harriet S. Dyke . =
th @ hero’s welcome for winning a four —
ame series—ihey are the first professional g ﬁﬂﬁ FIRST RESEARCH GRANT
anadian born team to play the Soviets. by B In 1972 the museum was approved
o T to research settlement history, and a begin-
FWORTS RECOGNIZED : » ming was made with a draft of homesteads,
1972 Ira Shadd was the recipient of tjoriginal seitlers, and tapes made from inter-

.views with elderly residents. Later in the
decade, the “Second Look™” and “Last
" [Look” research projects were completed.

the Prince Hall Freedom Fighters
Award in the Prince Hall Grand
Lodges of Michigan and Ontario Juris-
dictions.

»1976 Arthur Alexander Sr. was rec-
ognized for his teaching excellence
with the Fred Bartlett Award.

#1978 Philip Shadd received a Certifi-
cate of Merit from the Ontario Human

1976 BUXTON CENTENNLAL
As a result of the research
completed in the museum, it was

; e . . .+ | learned that the final plan for the
g)l%:}(;tlfa?i?y FoF EOI:: of;;ius dedication Buxton village had been filed in
' 1876. Therefore, the Centennial
Community Club and B.M.E. e »
974- French becomes the only official lan- | Church planned their Homecoming g — 7 A
uage of Quebec and teaching English Is se- | programs accordingly. Centennial Float commemorating original
erely resiricted. Descendants of George and North Buxton families (above) and cele-

Elizabeth (Shadd) Shreve donated a brations of the faith in Buxton (below).
red maple tree to be planted in front
of the mu-
seum. Each
‘old’ family
provided a
representative
to casta

. ighovel of dirt
+Lfinto the hole.
(left)

udge orders desegregation of the Boston, Mas-
sachusetts schools, in 1974.
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CREASED ATTENDANCE AT THE BUXTON MUSEUM (clober 1997—The
] 1994 saw an increase of 120 fours in the museum, One  [puxion Museum Web-
| factor for the raise was the recognition of the Ministry of Trans- i was designed by
{ port of the African Canadian Heritage Tour with signs posted on oard m;m;r i
e 401 highway earlier in the year. Trailblazer signs were also l:; ﬂf y:; lfo:ltlll! Ilm
rected'to direct visitors to specific locations of interest—such as 8,692 visitors. If hias
e Elgin Settlement. ' ‘ . o1 preifiioe
Also, the African-American Heritage Tours company  awarde from the
ith their tour of “The Black Canadian Experience” assisted by “Iistory Television’

publicizing major magazines, news broadcasts, and televised in- |gnd #Tpe History
s | terviews. This publicity helped the Buxton Museum to be recog- hamnel Online™.
llllll'll:al ]'e- nized throughout Ontario and in much of the United States.

enaciments become a part of

(e Homecoming (radition. ran 1998—A new hall for the B.M.E. Church is builf by {he Buxion communily.

FEBRUARY 1999—THE CANADIAN
GOVERNMENT DESIGNATED BUXTON AS &
NATIONAL IIISFORIC SITEY

anniversary of the

: —JIfounding of the Elgin
Settlement and the 75th anniversary of the Homecoming
Celebrations!

On Friday, a Genealogy Conference was featured
with several prominent historical authorities in the i
program. The Family Feud Baseball Tournament was held
Saturday with teams composed of descendents from an original KENT COUN'I['Y
settler. A dance was hosted in the evening at the W.1.S.H. RGRICULTURAL HALL OF FAME
Centre Sunday, worship services were provided by the both the The Kent County Agricultural Hall
Baptist and B.M.E. churches. In the evening, the community re- | of Fame was established to recognize the
enacted the 1857 Feast (originally attended by 1,000 guests) with| putstanding contributions individuals have

a head table, entertainment, and speeches (pictured below). made to the industry and community of agri-
Monday started with the Parade (pictured right), the unveiling of | kulture. Inductees of 1990 included: Rev.
the new plaques (pictured above), car show, Civil War William King for “developing an agricul-
encampment provided fural community recognized for its excel-

by the 102nd U.S. lence across Canada”, Mr. Stanley Prince
Colored Troops re- for his efforts to establish the Farmers Club

enactors, author book [§8
gignings, carnival J
rides, and souvenir
tables.

(1914, 1950) which was an early co-op for
the Buxton farmers, and Mrs. Dolores

Shadd for her dedication and work on behalf]
of the Farmer’s Union.

dlso sold as a fund raiser.

i}la}i 1998—"The Many Roads {o Buxifon” video is made {o educale viewers on the rich heritage of the Buxion community and
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I. Archibald Prince is inducied
into the Kent County Agricultural

dll oi Fame for his contributions
0 the Farmer’s Union and Farm-
ers Club (co-op).

SOMETHING TO HOPE FOR
The Buxton Museum
was invited to provide an ex-
hibit for the Royal Ontario Mu-
seum in February 2004. The
museum board made creating
new displays a priority. Asa
result, “Something to Hope Fov’
and “Breaking the Chains—
Commemorating the Journey”
were researched, designed, and
produced. The exhibit
‘Something to Hope For’ was
on display in the R.O.M. for
several months where it in-
creased the awareness of the
distinct cultural heritage of Bux-

WELCOME ADDITION
TO THE MUSEUM

by Robert & Marjorie Pratt and Ethel Henderson.
This cabin is the only remaining cabin that was
built by the freedom seekers who sought refuge in
Buxton in the 1850’s. The cabin was located on Lot
12, 10th Concession and moved to museun grounds
in August 2004 for historical interpretation and pres-
ervation.

s

2004—The B.M.E. Church withdrew from conierence and changed its name fo the North
Buxton Community Church.

BMRESTORED TO ITS FORMER GLORY ¢

The SS #13 Buxton School had a major restoration in
2002—inside and out! With assistance from the Human Re-
sources Development Canada, Mu- - = -
nicipality of Chatham-Kent, North Buxton Com-
munity Club, and the Ontario Provincial govemn-
ment the school was restored and furnished to the
1914 era. In 2004, a project to begin production of
authentic school house programs for students visit-

ton before retuming home. ; :
ing on field trips was undertaken.
UXTON AUTHORS PUBLISHED IN THE 2000°S:
%\)ﬂON HOMECO hHOMECOMING e Joyce Middleton, “Something fo Hope For”
ipé%ncm FOR FREEDOM ATTRACTIONS o  Bryan Prince, “I Came s a Sranger”
o .
z . celebrated their 15th anniversary serving the
:é Trosps 1.“ CHACIOR COnHIE congregation of the E. A. Richardson B.M.E.
% to pay tribute to the bravery Ch .
< : ; urch and community
E and sacrifices made by this || g on in 2001
detachment of Union ’
soldiers, where so many men
of Buxton enlisted. and CHANGING TIMES IN BUX'I["(?N _
eprved. The Re anactors On May 21, 2000, the First Baptist Church of

participate in many North
Buxton Homecoming,

celebrations during the ﬁe Buxtofr} thei S .
2000’s. Their contribution to | { ¥ oSEUWN S OrLIeIE :
the celebrations are PreseIvALon.,

appreciated and attract Civil
~|War enthusiasts to visit

_have the opportunity to learn
e rich history of the

North Buxton held the 117th anniversary and final
service. The church properties were given to the care of

(Pictured right is a
view of a church
service in the
1950’s.)




